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First, there is no financial difficulty which hinders a
clever or keen student from entering the university or
institute for higher education. Students receive a wage
according to the standard reached in their work, but in
any event adequate for maintenance. An examination
must be passed, but it is not competitive, as here, where a
certain limited number of places and certain limited
financial resources alone are available. The examination
merely tests fitness to profit by the course of advanced
study.

Secondly, the paients have no need of the early wages of
their children to eke out the family income or provide
maintenance in their own old age. Their own eaining
power, the absence of unemployment, and the certainty of
a pension on retirement, or maintenance if sick, cause them
to encourage rather than hinder their child's desire for a
university education of the highest order they can get.

Thirdly, and not of least impoitance, is youth's own
eagerness for the highest possible forms of mental equipment.
There is a zest for learning; especially, but by no means
exclusively, in the several fields of science.

The number of students in universities and technical
colleges is to reach 650,000 during the Third Five-Year
Plan. Secondary education is to grow still more rapidly,
and the number of those with a completed higher education
will increase from 750,000 to 1,290,000.

And that is but the beginning, not the end. For the
fundamental aim in the matter of education is to raise the
whole cultural and technical level of the working class to
that of engineers and technical workers and to remove for
ever the distinction between the man who works with his
brain and the man who works with his hand.

Stalin expressed the intention with his usual simplicity
in words spoken at a recent conference of Stakanovites:

" The elimination of the distinction between mental
labour and manual labour can be achieved only by raising
the cultural and technical level of the working class to the
level of engineers and technical workeis. It would be
absurd to think that this is unreasonable. It is entirely
reasonable under the Soviet system, when the productive